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Welcome to the Florida State College at Jacksonville Honors Program whose 

mantra is “Reach Higher”! We enthusiastically encourage current Duval and 

Nassau County dual enrollment students and graduating seniors to pursue an 

honors education at FSCJ—a premiere academic option for emerging scholars. 

The FSCJ Honors Program provides Associate in Arts students with opportunities 

for academic excellence, service-learning, leadership development and fellowship 

within an intellectually vibrant, culturally diverse and student-centered learning 

environment. Guided by knowledgeable and caring faculty, honors students 

explore the world of ideas while benefiting from hands-on learning opportunities 

with a variety of local community and business partners. 

In addition to conducting original research about a topic within their intended 

transfer majors, honors students narrate their learning journeys through the 

ongoing compilation of an e-portfolio. Like a digital resume of their curricular and 

co-curricular achievements, the e-portfolio enhances students’ candidacies for 

competitive baccalaureate programs and future career opportunities. Honors 

students also lead actionable service-learning and civic engagement activities both 

on campus and throughout the community. 

An invitation to inclusive excellence, the FSCJ Honors Program serves a diverse 

array of academically motivated, talented and gifted students through two tracks, 

the Presidential Honors Scholars and the Merit Honors Scholars. Both tracks 

provide students with the opportunity to experience a nurturing, supportive and 

motivating academic environment. Students can apply to be considered for both 

tracks for the Fall Term. In the Spring Term, only the Merit Honors Scholars track is 

available. 

Honors students thrive within a supportive learning community composed of 

fellow students and dedicated faculty. Students likewise benefit from personalized 

academic and career guidance provided by the Director of the Honors Program 

and an assigned honors advisor. 

Although honors students enjoy special recognition at Commencement and on 

their college transcripts, their greatest reward lies in knowing that they “reached 

higher” to achieve their academic and professional goals. 

We cordially invite Duval and Nassau County dual enrollment students as well as 

graduating seniors to explore the FSCJ Honors Program and the many enriching 

opportunities that it provides to emerging scholars. 

Educationally yours, 

Kathleen Ciez-Volz 

Kathleen Ciez-Volz, Ed.D. 

Associate Provost of Curriculum and Instruction  
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 Presidential Scholars 

 Merit Scholars 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Students enrolled in either track enjoy: 

• Small class sizes 

• Priority registration 

• A community of like-minded peers 

• An Honors Student Hub at the South Campus 

• Online class options to expand Collegewide access to an Honors 

education 

 

 Two Program Tracks 

Where are your academically talented and gifted students going? One of the 

FSCJ Honors Program tracks can help them get there! 
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FSCJ Honors 

Program: 

Presidential Honors 

Scholars Track 

Merit Honors 

Scholars Track 

This Track 

Best Suits 

 

Students who can commit 

to up to two years of 

intensive academic, 

service-learning and 

leadership work 

Students who want to challenge 

themselves academically but 

cannot commit to a two-year 

program 

Program 

Eligibility 

 

• 3.4 high school GPA 

• 3.2 college GPA (for 12 

or more credit hours) 

• College-ready as 

measured by SAT, ACT, 

PERT or Accuplacer Next 

Gen 

• Three letters of 

recommendation 

required 

• Evidence of community 

service or service-

learning 

• Applicants may be 

invited to an interview 

• 3.2 high school GPA 

• 3.2 college GPA (for 12 or 

more credit hours) 

• College-ready as measured by 

SAT, ACT, PERT or Accuplacer 

Next Gen 

• Three letters of 

recommendation required 

Scholarship* 

 

The Presidential Honors 

Scholarship 

• Provides up to 60 hours 

of in-state tuition and 

regular fees towards the 

completion of the A.A. 

degree 

The Merit Honors Scholarship 

• Helps students with the cost 

of tuition associated with 

honors courses 

• Students receive $250 toward 

one honors course plus IDH 

2920: Honors Colloquium or 

$500 toward two honors 

courses plus IDH 2920  

Deadline for 

Honors 

Application 

 

This track is only available 

for admission during the 

Fall Term 

Priority deadline: 

May 30, 2022 

Regular deadline: 

June 30, 2022 

This track is available for 

admission in the Fall and Spring 

Terms 

Deadlines:  

Fall Term—June 30, 2022 

Applications received after that 

day will be reviewed on a first-

come, first-served basis 

Spring Term—rolling 

admissions subject to the 

availability of scholarship funds 

*Scholarships contingent upon available funding from the FSCJ Scholarship Committee. 
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Academic Year 2021-22 
 

APPLICATIONS 
 

Initial 196 

Completed 54 
 

ADMISSIONS & 

ENROLLMENT  

Admissions 50 

Acceptances 41 
 

HONORS TRACK 
 

Presidential Scholars 14 

Merit Scholars 27 
 

GRADE POINT 

AVERAGE (G.P.A.)  
Mean Incoming G.P.A. 3.61 

 

GENDER 
 

Female 25 

Male 16 
 

RACE/ETHNICITY 
 

White 18 

Black/African American 11 

Hispanic/Latino 1 

Asian 1 

American Indian/Alaska Native 1 

Two or More Races/Ethnicities 7 

Unknown 2 
 

HIGH SCHOOLS 

REPRESENTED  

Archimedes Academy for Math, 

Science and Technology 
1 

Baldwin Middle-Senior High School 1 

Bartram Trail High School 1 

Beaver Area High School 1 

Creekside High School 1 

Darnell Cookman Middle High School 1 

Douglas Anderson School of the Arts 3 
 

 FSCJ Honors by the 
Numbers 
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Duncan U. Fletcher High School 1 

Duval Virtual Instruction Academy 1 

Fleming Island High School 1 

Florida Virtual School 1 

Frank H. Peterson Academies of 

Technology 
1 

Home School 4 

HomeLife Academy 1 

International School of Helsinki 1 

Mainland High School 1 

Mandarin High School 5 

Paxon School for Advanced Studies 4 

River City Science Academy 2 

Sandalwood Senior High School 3 

Seacoast Christian Academy 1 

The Potter's House 1 

Ultimate Medical Academy 1 

Yulee High School 2 

Unknown 1 
 

  

HIGH SCHOOLS 

REPRESENTED 

(CONTINUED) 
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 In the Students’ Words 

“If you would like to 

challenge yourself in 

getting an education and 

taking these time 

consuming classes that 

are no standard college 

course, I would highly 

recommend the FSCJ 

Honors Program. It has 

developed me not only as 

a person but as a scholar 

looking to become a well-

educated man in society.” 

“The Honors Program is great in 

providing an opportunity for 

individuals to acquire a college 

education for free. However, be 

prepared to work hard, have long 

nights, and trying to balance the 

schedules of your peers with 

your own.” 

“I would highly 

recommend it because 

it will allow them to 

grow into well-rounded 

scholars. Additionally, I 

would encourage them 

that although it is 

difficult, the rewards of 

your hard work pay off 

in the end.” 

 

“Being part of this program is 

one of the greatest aspects of 

your academic journey. You will 

learn so much and receive so 

much help.” 

 

“I think it is a 

great idea and 

will be very 

beneficial for 

your future.” 

“Consider joining. It’s a great 

experience to connect with 

other individuals that may 

have similar aspirations.” 

“The Honors Program at FSCJ 

is a great way to challenge 

yourself while also receiving 

support from a community 

of people who want to see 

you succeed.” 

“I definitely 

recommend you 

to apply. It is a 

great educational 

and social 

opportunity.” 
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The FSCJ Honors Program is designed for academically motivated, talented and 

gifted students who thrive in an intellectually vibrant and civically engaged 

learning community. The Research, Enrichment Activities, Academic Rigor, 

Leadership and Service-Learning (REALS) framework featured below encapsulates 

the guiding principles of an Honors education at FSCJ. While academic rigor 

distinguishes every Honors class, some of the other principles may also be 

present, as determined by the faculty. 

Research: FSCJ Honors courses may incorporate research activities or projects 

that are appropriate to the discipline. These research activities delve more 

deeply into themes, topics or questions than regular freshmen or sophomore 

courses require. These research projects can yield presentation-worthy work 

(oral presentations or posters) that may be considered for conference 

participation. 

 

Enrichment Activities: FSCJ Honors courses may incorporate a range of 

enrichment activities such as trips to museums or archives, nature field trips, 

reflective writing assignments and the creation of artistic pieces, to name a few. 

Enrichment activities will vary by discipline, but “hands-on” assignments are 

always a welcome addition to Honors courses. 

 

Academic Rigor: All FSCJ Honors courses include academic rigor that is 

appropriate to the discipline. This is a foundational aspect of a successful 

Honors Program. As content specialists, faculty teaching each course will 

determine the academic rigor appropriate for their discipline and course. 

 

Leadership: FSCJ Honors courses may provide students with leadership 

opportunities, if appropriate, to the class format and discipline. For example, 

students may be asked to take the lead during a presentation, to facilitate 

group discussions, or to help determine a topic for discussion after engaging in 

preparatory activities. 

 

Service-Learning: FSCJ Honors recognizes academic service-learning as one of 

the five pillars comprising a comprehensive collegiate Honors program. 

Students are provided opportunities to engage in service-learning and the 

support to lead service-learning projects that enrich the classroom, the campus 

and the larger community. Major emphasis is placed on the reflection of 

service-learning engagement experiences aligned with course and program 

outcomes, whereby service opportunities are offered for credit. 

 The REALS Framework 
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 FSCJ Honors in Action 
Every Fall and Spring term, FSCJ 

Honors students, with the support 

of Honors faculty and staff, 

collaboratively plan and facilitate a 

Collegewide symposium about 

their academic research and 

service-learning projects. Seeking 

to better the lives of others 

throughout the greater 

Jacksonville community, Honors 

students partner with one or more 

local non-profit organizations to 

research a significant socio-

economic issue, to engage in 

service-learning and to lead a 

Collegewide dialog about their 

experiences. 
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Below is a list of Honors symposia themes and non-profit partners 

 

STUDENT 

COHORT 

THEME NON-PROFIT PARTNER 

 

Cohort 1: 

Class of 2019  

Confronting the Monsters in 

Our Midst: Family 

Homelessness 

Family Promise 

 

Cohort 2: 

Class of 2020  

The Necessary Fight: Re-

Humanizing a De-

Humanized Society by 

Ending Human Trafficking 

Rethreaded 

 

Cohort 3: 

Class of 2021  

Reclaiming Jacksonville: Our 

City—Past, Present, and 

Future 

Jacksonville Historical 

Society 

 

Cohort 4: 

Class of 2022  

No More Nights Without a 

Bed (for College Students) 

Family Promise 

 

Cohort 5: 

Class of 2023  

The Bounty of Unexpected 

Spaces: Urban Gardening 

The University of Florida’s 

Institute of Food and 

Agricultural Science 

Extension 

 

Spring 2022: Honors Chemistry on the St. Johns River 

Enrichment activities and service-learning comprise two of the pillars of the FSCJ 

Honors Program. In CHM 1025C: Introduction to General Chemistry, Dr. Leo 

Collins guides Honors students on a trip along the St. Johns River. After collecting 

water samples, the students analyze the contents in Dr. Collins’ chemistry lab. 

Always reaching higher, the students also complete service-learning activities with 

the St. Johns River Keeper. 
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1. Visit FSCJ Honors at fscj.edu/honors. 

2. Click on Application and Eligibility tab  

of the Honors web page.  

3. Then, click on the button that reads, 

“Honors Application.”  

4. Next, you will be prompted to provide 

background information in this initial 

application. 

5. After you submit the initial 

application, the Honors Program staff 

will review it to determine your 

eligibility. 

6. Within two weeks of submitting the 

initial application, eligible students 

will receive a follow-up application, 

which will prompt them to submit the 

following: 

a. An essay 

b. A copy of unofficial academic 

transcripts 

c. Three letters of 

recommendation 

d. A copy of standardized test 

scores (SAT, ACT, Accuplacer 

Next Gen, PERT) 

  

 Applying to the FSCJ 
Honors Program 

Please encourage academically motivated, talented and gifted students 

at your high school to apply for the FSCJ Honors program. To do so, they 

will follow the steps below: 

 

For questions about the application process, students may email 

honors@fscj.edu or contact Administrative Assistant Juliette Patterson at 

juliette.patterson@fscj.edu. 
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TEAM MEMBER / TITLE EMAIL ADDRESS / 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 
  

Aaron Hanlin 

Director of the Honors 

Program 

aaron.hanlin@fscj.edu 

honors@fscj.edu 

(904) 646-2200 

Juliette Patterson 

Administrative Assistant 

juliette.patterson@fscj.edu 

(904) 632-3346 

Dr. Kathleen Ciez-Volz 

Associate Provost of 

Curriculum and Instruction 

kathleen.ciez.volz@fscj.edu 

(904) 361-6257 

Dr. Jametoria Burton 

Associate Director of 

Program Development 

jametoria.burton@fscj.edu 

(904) 632-3089 

 

 

 Contact Information 

11 

mailto:aaron.hanlin@fscj.edu
mailto:honors@fscj.edu
mailto:juliette.patterson@fscj.edu
mailto:kathleen.ciez.volz@fscj.edu
mailto:jametoria.burton@fscj.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FSCJ Honors Program 

To learn more and apply, visit 

fscj.edu/honors 

 honors@fscj.edu 
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